Nova Scotia Métis Harvesting Policy


Whereas section 35 (2) of the constitution Act, 1982, states that the “aboriginal peoples of Canada includes the Indian, Inuit, and Metis Peoples of Canada.”


Whereas the existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights of Aboriginal Peoples have also been recognized and affirmed under section 35 (1) of the constitution Act, 1982;


Whereas the Metis harvesting of the resources has traditionally been and continues to be integral, and organized by and for the benefit of the Metis People;


Whereas the Metis believe in conservation of the resources, holding a vested interest in and responsibility for preserving, protecting and enhancing those resources for the benefit of future generations;


Whereas the Metis wish to promote and foster cooperative relationships and to devise shared co-management strategies to ensure the overall coordination of the resource conservation and management;


Whereas the Metis People of Nova Scotia have the right of mobility within their traditional homelands to harvest resources for their Sustenance, Social and Ceremonial purposes;


NOW THEREFORE, THE CONFEDERACY EXECUTIVE, THE REGIONAL CAPTAIN’S OF THE HUNT AND THE METIS CITIZENS declare as policy:


Name of this Policy:


This policy shall be known as the Nova Scotia  Metis Harvesting Policy.


Definitions:


“Metis Harvest” means the taking, catching, gathering, or bartering of plants, fish, and wildlife by the Metis People of Nova Scotia;


“CNSM” means the Confederacy of Nova Scotia Metis;


“CMC” means the Canadian Metis Council, our national affiliate.


Objectives: 


1. To facilitate strategies for conservation of wildlife resources.


2. To meet the cultural, social, and traditional needs of the Metis People.


3. To foster the development of wildlife co-management practices between the Metis People in Nova Scotia and the Government of Nova Scotia, Department of Natural Resources, based upon cooperation and respect.


Authorized Harvesting:


1. A Metis person in Nova Scotia who is registered with the CNSM and CMC and has received authorization, shall exercise his or her rights in accordance with the terms of this policy.


2. A Metis person who is registered does not require provincial hunting and fishing licenses; nor apply for or take part in, the any lottery system set out by the province.


3. A Metis person must obtain a Monthly Harvesting Report sheet from their regional offices and must keep detailed records of all harvesting.


4. Metis people who comply with the above conditions will uphold the spirit and intent of this harvesting policy at all times.


Implementation:


1. The implementation of this policy shall be the responsibility of the Confederacy Executive,  as well as the Local Captains of the Hunt.


2. A council of Elders, one from each Local, will from time to time, make recommendations, assist, and contribute to the overall success of this policy for the betterment of the Confederacy  and it’s members.


General Conditions:


Metis Peoples Wildlife Entitlements:


1. Metis people have the right to harvest fish and wildlife throughout Nova Scotia  in accordance with this policy, subject to;


a)  measures that are necessary for conservation; and 


 b)  legislation enacted for the purposes of public health and safety. 


2. The entitlement set out in this policy, is a right to harvest in a manner that is consistent with:


    2.1 The nomadic and community nature of the Metis Peoples; and that Metis ethics, values, customs, and traditions are upheld, followed, and passed on for future generations.


    2.2 Metis traditional seasons, which  are adhered to while harvesting for Social, Ceremonial, or Sustenance purposes.


Licenses, Fees, Charges, and Royalties:


1. Canada and Nova Scotia will not require Metis citizens:


    a) to have federal or provincial licenses; or


    b) to pay fees, charges, or royalties.


In respect to the harvest of fish and wildlife, including migratory birds, under Metis peoples entitlements. 


This paragraph does not restrict Canada’s ability to require licenses for the use and possession of firearms under federal laws on the same bases as other aboriginal people of Canada.


2. The office of the Confederacy Executive and or its designate will issue;


    a) an annual “Metis Harvesting Permit” free of charge to registered Metis members;


    b) Monthly Harvesting Reports, to be completed and returned to their Local Captain of the Hunt.


Wildlife Management


Responsibilities:


1. Subject to this policy, the Department of Natural Resources is responsible for wildlife management.


2. The Minister will manage all wildlife harvesting within Metis traditional lands in a manner consistent with any total allowable harvest and harvest objectives under this policy.


3. The Confederacy Executive / and or its designate – on behalf of the Metis people of Nova Scotia may; implement policy that is consistent with the Metis People’s rights and obligations in respect to resource management, including migratory birds, that is consistent with this policy, including matters such as;


    a) the distribution among Metis people of Metis resource entitlements


    b) the establishment and administration of “Metis Harvesting Permits”


    c) requirements for harvesting; and


    d) the methods, timing, and location of harvest of species


    e) each region, having its own special needs and circumstances, pertaining to and specific with the Metis  people and resources within that region, shall develop policy reflecting that state of affairs – in a manner consistent with and complementing the spirit and intent of this policy.


In the spirit of our ancestors, and for future generations, all Metis people authorized to hunt, fish, trap, gather, barter, and/or otherwise; shall do so upholding and honouring Metis ethics, values, and customs – with conservation being the uppermost consideration.





Signed this _________ day of ___________, 2001,  by :





____________________________________                                    _______________________________


              Speaker of the Confederacy                                                   President, Annapolis Valley MC





____________________________________                                     _______________________________


         President, Yarmouth & District MC                                             President, We’kopekwitk MC





____________________________________                                     _______________________________


                President,  Kespu’kwitk MC                                                        President, Eldawik MC





Honoring our ancestors
































