Confederacy of Nova Scotia Métis Hunting Policy


Rules & Regulations 2001





The following shall be considered the Rules & Regulations for Métis Hunting, as adopted 05 May, 2001. Failure to follow these Rules & Regulations shall place Métis hunters and fishers outside the protection of the Confederacy.





These Rules & Regulations stem from the Nova Scotia Métis Harvesting Policy as laid out and adopted by the Confederacy Executive, May 5th, 2001;


These Rules and Regulations, along with the Nova Scotia Métis Harvesting Policy, stem from the Aboriginal Right of Nova Scotia Métis to harvest natural resources, as guaranteed in Section 35 of the Constitution Act of Canada, 1982;


At all times, Métis hunters and fishers will recognize that conservation of the natural resources available will be of prime importance, to ensure the availability of these resources for future generations.


All Métis harvesters will be required to carry the Métis Harvester’s Permit issued to them by their Local Captain of the Hunt at all times while harvesting resources;


Monthly Harvesting Reports, issued at the Local level, must be filled out and returned to their Local Captain. Failure to do so shall constitute a breach of these Rules & Regulations and could result in sanctions.


The Confederacy and/or its designate(s) shall work at all times in the spirit of cooperation with all interested parties including, but not limited to, the provincial Department of Natural Resources, the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans, First Nations governing bodies, the Native Council of Nova Scotia.





Eligibility





The issuance of a Métis Harvester’s Permit will be issued under the following guidelines:





1. Open to individuals who are members of the Confederacy of Nova Scotia Métis;





All individuals making application for issuance of a permit must first be considered a Member in Good Standing, by the Local Community Council of which they are a member;


Individuals must be in possession of relevant and valid certificates as required ie. Hunter Safety certificate, Bow Hunter Certificate, relevant Firearms Permits;


Individuals must follow all safety guidelines as set by the provincial Department of 


     Natural Resources ie. Hunter orange must be worn at all times while hunting, relevant


     survival gear must be on hand, no hunting on private property unless authorized by the 


     owner, in writing.

















Allotments





Each Métis harvester, unless otherwise specified, may harvest the following species as outlined:





1. Deer: 2 deer per season per household;


Moose: individuals must submit their names for a Métis Moose Draw, the number of available moose not to exceed 200;


Only one individual per household may submit their names. 


A quota which has not been used may be turned over to another individual;


An individual who receives a moose quota one year, may not submit, nor receive, a quota the following year;


Small game: as per Nova Scotia rules; 


with the exception of rabbits, which have no quota;


Fish: all provincial quotas will be respected;


with the exception of trout, whereby an individual may have in their possession                                                                                                10  fish at any one time with the following exceptions:


January 1st to March 31st the limit for Rainbow Trout is reduced to 2 fish per day;


After August 31st, no Speckled(brook) Trout may be retained;


Reduced limits may exist on certain rivers or in certain lakes. Harvesters are required to check with their Local Captain of the Hunt.


these guidelines do not, at this time, deal with those species which fall under the jurisdiction of the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans, but does not exclude them from the resources available to Métis fishers in the future;


     5.  Fowl: as per provincial guidelines;


     6.  Migratory birds: as per the Migratory Birds Act.








Seasons 





Deer: September 1st to December 31st, inclusive;


Moose: September 1st to December 31st, inclusive;


Small game: as per provincial guidelines;


Fish: as per provincial or federal guidelines;


Fowl: as per provincial guidelines;


Migratory birds: as per the Migratory Birds Act.





The preceding does not exclude harvesting resources at other times, for social or ceremonial purposes. All such events must be coordinated through the Confederacy so that “Special Permits” may be issued. Requests for Special Permits must be made, through a Local Captain, at least 14 days prior to the set date.











Harvesting Zones





All Métis harvesters shall follow and respect the zones and areas for harvesting as set by the provincial Department of Natural Resources and the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Failure to do so shall constitute a breach of these protocols and will result in sanctions against the involved harvester.





Sanctions





Failure to follow these Rules & Regulations will result in the following:





Cancellation of the individuals Harvesting Permit and access to resources under Métis Aboriginal Rights, for a period to be set at the Local Community level, of not less than 6 (six) months;


Repeat offenders may lose these privileges indefinately; 


In extreme cases, individuals who consistently refuse to abide by these Rules & Regulations shall be outside the protection of the Confederacy.


Appeals may be made through an Elder’s tribunal convened for such a purpose.








